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Abstract. The studies on international migration are matdyried out using the data
available on country of birth and citizenship, whicad to be considered along with
additional information in order to conduct a manediepth analysis. In this regard, the
Labour Force Survey 2008 ad hoc module constitategew important source, as it
provided data on citizenship at birth, citizenshffer birth and country of birth of the
interviewee’s parents. By combining the data regaydie individual (country of birth,
current citizenship and citizenship by birth) arebge regarding the interviewee’s
parents we can identify eighteen probable casés.pbssible to detect different kinds
of migrant by applying hierarchical criteria to thralysis of the information available
and to adopt a single international definition, tiree the specific needs of each
country, by adopting a multidimensional approablustproving a higher comparability
of data. With regard to Italy we will report theiesates for different groups.
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1 Main criteriato defineinternational migration

The studies on international migration are mairdyried out using the data available
on country of birth and citizenship [2]. Migrantpdation is identified by country of
birth, while foreign population (non-national) bigizenship.

The country of birth criterion is used to define timdividuals who, regardless of
their citizenship, were born outside the bordershef country object of study. Its use
does not identify those children of immigrants barrhost countries, but defines the
people born abroad who hold the nationality offibst country.
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The citizenship criterion is used to identify tmalividuals who hold a citizenship
other than that of the country where they residgardless of their place of birth. In
this case the non-national population is represehtiethe foreigners who were born
either abroad or in the host country. Unlike theurdoy of birth criterion, the
citizenship criterion cannot be used to define gsoof long-term immigrants, who
obtained the citizenship, or of generations bonmath who could hold the passport of
the host country.

In accordance with national legislations that adbptius soli principle (implying
the automatic acquisition of the host country eitighip by those children of foreign
citizens born in the host country) and in compl&amdgth the citizenship criteria, the
people born in host countries cannot be considpeetiof the foreign population, the
so-called second generation of migrants.

In countries where national legislations (as thmatfarce in Italy) adopt theéus
sanguinis principle (acknowledging kinship ties by which Idnén automatically
acquire the citizenship of their parents regardiggbeir place of birth) the citizenship
criteria are more properly applied than those efdbuntry of birth.

A good knowledge of national legislations and theeywhe process of migration
develops is at the core of the analysis of the @asdlable on the process.

The conceptual framework outlined above provesiqaarly meaningful for Italy,

a country where cases of heavy emigration have begiatered in the last few years
and cases of extensive emigration were registerdéaei past. It is accordingly clear that
the use of the country of birth criteria ratherrthiae citizenship criteria and vice versa
produces different results, when identifying imraigtr and/or foreign populations.

A combined analysis of the data on country of bantld citizenship is unfortunately
not possible at the moment, as there is no avétiabf personal data to help carry it
out. Apart from the 2001 population Census, the qugsible source of this kind of
information is a survey. The Labour Force Surve¥SgL is in particular the main
quarterly sample survey collecting such information

A more in-depth study on the process of migratiequired further information
such as data on the possible acquisition of theeciship of the host country and the
migration background [1]. In this respect, the Labd-orce Survey 2008 ad hoc
module on “Labour market situation of migrants aheir descendants” is a good
source of valuable information. It proved extremaegeful in the policy fields at the
core of the labour migration issue and the breakdofithe resident population, as the
data were processed using a multidimensional approa

2 Country of birth and citizenship

An overall population of 4,098,000 residents bobroad and 3,356,000 foreign
citizens are the figures resulting from the LabBarce Survey conducted in the second
quarter of 2008 (Table 1). Of the people betweemrid 74 years old (ad hoc module
reference population), the number of those boroadbis 3,701,000 (8.2% of the total
population), which includes the individuals holdittglian citizenship (a little over one
million). By contrast the number of people holdirayefign citizenship is 2,678,000
(5.9% of the population).

If we consider the people born in Italy holdingéefign citizenship we will notice a
great difference between the population as a wlawld the group including the
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individuals between 15 and 74 years old: the natio fact 450,000 to 20,000. This is

the result of the fact that most part of the sdecakecond generation of foreigners is
still represented by teen-agers under 15, who weteincluded in the reference

population analysed in the ad-hoc survey.

Table 1: Resident population in Italy by citizenship and mivy of birth — second
quarter of 2008tfhousands)

Country of birth Non nationals Nationals Total
Total
Foreign-born 2,906 1,192 4,098
Native-born 450 54,746 55,196
Total 3,356 55,938 59,294
15-74 year- olds

Foreign-born 2,658 1,043 3,701
Native-born 20 41,589 41,609
Total 2,678 42,632 45,310

Source: Labour Force Survey

These figures do not however sufficiently analysé give an insight into the effect
of migration on the trends of the resident popatatiin particular, it is not possible to
study naturalized citizens and migration backgrqusidce the people with Italian
citizenship could have acquired it and those baritdly who hold Italian citizenship
could have foreign-born parents.

3 New information

In the Labour Force Survey 2008 ad hoc module natiowere asked whether they
acquired their citizenship at birth or afterwar@y. combining the data on current
citizenship and citizenship by birth we can identifitionals by acquisition (naturalized
citizens). It would not have been possible to detbis aggregate in the larger
collective of nationals if data had been solelyeolaen the citizenship criteria at the
time of the interview.

The ad hoc module also provides information on tbentry of birth of the
interviewee’s parents. The combined use of datébath individuals and parents -
applying a multidimensional approach to the analysi migration processes - also
leads to the identification of descendants, indigld born in host countries with at
least one parent born abroad.

L In strictest terms, the second generation is défis that consisting of foreign citizens born in
host countries. More generally, the second gemeratiso includes pre-school age children who
joined their family in host countries.



Figure 1: A multidimensional classification of resident pégtion
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By combining the data regarding the individual (coynof birth, current
citizenship and citizenship by birth) and thosearding the interviewee’s parents we
can identify eighteen possible cases (Figure D sboncerning native-born individuals
and nine foreign-born individuals.

It is also possible to detect different kinds ofgrant by applying hierarchical
criteria to the analysis of the information avaitabThe data concerning the
individual's country of birth are the first to ledd a division of the population into
native-born and foreign-born citizens (subsequentiided by citizenship). With
regard to foreign-born citizens those concernirgggirents’ country of birth lead to the
identification of a possible tie with the host ctyn(as if there had been a circular
migration process for several generations). As\fives, those on the parents’ country
of birth are the first data leading to the identfion of descendants. Using the
information on citizenship we can divide descensgamto three groups, which is valid
for migrants as well. It is finally possible to foer distinguish between descendants
with both foreign-born parents and those with cmeifjn-born parent and one native-
born parent (mixed marriages or parents living tiogg.

We can adopt a single international definition, timgethe specific needs of each
country, by making use of a multidimensional apphgathus proving a higher
comparability of data. On the other hand the apgibm of hierarchical criteria gives an
insight -as deep as the analysis requires- intdetfislation on migration and the stages
of current migration processes in different couwagri

4 Sub-groupsof resident population in Italy

The analysis of the LFS 2008 ad hoc module provithes first estimates on the
different sub-groups of resident population inyltéd multidimensional classification is
also valid for Italy, a country with a long histoof emigration and a more recent
history of immigration. On the other hand, the gsisl of the data shows how a one-
dimensional approach — solely based on informatiathat regarding the country of
birth — can also be adopted, although the groupablaf this kind of study reveals itself
too heterogeneous.

4.1 Population born in Italy (native-born)

In the second quarter of 2008, the number of pebpte in Italy ranging between 15
and 74 years old was 41,609,000 (Table 2). Thismiocludes two main sub-groups:
Italians and descendants.

It is not surprising that among the people boritaty ranging between 15 and 74
years old there is an overwhelming presence ofcatitonous residents: 40,986,000
Italian citizens by birth with both parents bornlialy corresponding to 98.5% of the
population born in Italy.
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Table 2: Resident population 15-74 years old born in Itayy ditizenship and by
parents’ country of birth — second quarter of 2(®8usands)

Parents’ country Nationals Nationals
of birth Non - by by birth

nationals  acquisition Y Total
Both foreign-born 17 9 29 55
One foreign-born and one
native-born 3 3 557 563
Both native-born . 5 40,986 40,991
Total 20 17 41,572 41,609

Source: Labour Force Survey

Descendants compose the other sub-group of indildchorn in Italy with at least
one parent born abroddncluding an overall of 618,000 people (figuregiey, Table
2). This results from the addition of 20,000 foredgs born in Italy, 12,000 Italians by
acquisition born in Italy and 586,000 Italians histhh Second generation foreigners are
only a small part of the overall figures (20,00Gts)hand are associated with the small
group of ltalians by acquisition (12,000 units), ieth includes those children of
immigrants born in Italy who became ltalian citigeas adults. The number of
descendants included in the overall figures comsifttalians by birth with one parent
born in Italy and one foreign-born, for an ovematount of 557,000 individuals. The
country of birth of the parent born abroad mightenfbe a country where Italian
emigrants were hosted in the past. Considering angibrtion of descendants, the
parent born abroad (generally the mother) come® fooe of the countries where a
strong flow of immigration into Italy (mostly RomaniPoland and Ukraine) has been
recently registered. The practice of mixed marribge considerably grown in the last
decade, thus leading to an increase in the numberdoviduals (15-year olds and
people over 15) with one parent born in Italy amé ®orn abroad but holding Italian
citizenship by birth (viaus sanguinis).

4.2 Population born abroad (migrant)

The LFS 2008 ad hoc module classifies migrants byntry of birth, since a
comparison of international data using citizenstijeria results more difficult [3].
Nevertheless the use of country of birth criterfahleast in Italy) reveals a composite
aggregate of foreign citizens and a considerabmhetrn of children of emigrants, which
is the result of the analysis conducted in the@drhodule.

2 The number of people born in Italy reported by thevey also includes five thousand
individuals with acquired citizenship and both paseborn in Italy. These are people born in
former ltalian territories (now Slovenia and Craativho lost their citizenship during wartime and
re-acquired it at a later stage.
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In the second quarter of 2008, the population ahignants ranging between 15
and 74 years old consisted of: 71.8% foreigne/@5@ 000 units), 12.7% Italians by
acquisition (469,000 units) and 15.5% Italians btht(574,000 units) (Table 3).

Table 3: Resident population 15-74 years old foreign-borncitizenship and by
parents’ country of birth — second quarter of 2(®8usands)

Parents’ country of birth Nationals
Non by Nationals

nationals  acquisition by birth Total
Both foreign-born 2,640 311 37 2,988
One foreign-born and one
native-born 18 46 74 138
Both native-born . 112 463 575
Total 2,658 469 574 3,701

Source: Labour Force Survey

Let us just try to summarize what the results ef ¢l hoc module are: foreigners
(“non-national migrants” see figure 1), naturalizedians (“naturalized migrants” with
both parents foreign-born), “latent” Italians (“nedlized migrants” with at least one
parent born in Italy), children of Italian emigrarftnational migrants”).

In order to outline the characteristics of thesmugs it would be useful to consider
socio-demographic data (gender, age, geographigaiah), information on the year of
arrival in Italy and age upon arrival.

The first group is represented by migrants witleiigm citizenship (2,658,000 units,
with an equal distribution of men and women) whievad in Italy in the early 1990s.
The age upon arrival of most of them ranged betwieeand 34 years old and 60% of
the individuals have resided in Italy for less thean years. Most migrants with foreign
citizenship live in Northern and Central Italy arftbit countries of birth are places
from which growing immigration flows have been cami In the country ranking list,
the first five countries (Romania, Albania, Moroc&hilippines and Ukraine) amount
to a little less than half the immigrant populatloeiding foreign citizenship.

The group of naturalized Italians consists of 300,Mtalians by acquisition with
both parents born abroad. These are known asgfrstration naturalized citizens,
foreign citizens who generally arrived in Italy adults in the early 1980s. Most of
them acquired their citizenship by marriage oraégcordance with current regulations,
after a minimum of ten years of continuous residefidree of their countries of origin
are characterized by a very strong migration fl®erhania, Albania and Ukraine). We
can naotice a high prevalence of females in thisegmge, thus proving the widespread
practice of mixed marriages between Italian men famdign women. The time that
elapsed between the year of arrival of the indialdbelonging to this group and the
year when they obtained their citizenship is quiteg: 40% of them have obtained
their citizenship after 2000, that is rather relyent

The group of “latent” Italians, consisting of 158M0migrants with acquired Italian
citizenship (46,000 + 112,000), is particularlyated to Italy as being part of it means
having one or both parents born in Italy. The tiofi@rrival in Italy of the people in
this group is long gone, as most of them arrivereethe early 1980s. The age upon
arrival of most of them ranged between pre-schadl adolescent years, and the year
when the citizenship was acquired tends to be olige to the year of entry into Italy.
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As regards Italians by acquisition with at least quarent born in Italy, European
countries such as France, Switzerland and Gern@astifations of Italian emigrants
and places of birth of those interviewed) are titerviewees’ main countries of origin.
The profile in question basically tends to identif\e phenomenon of citizenship re-
acquisition by descendance from Italian parentslt@ian ancestors). Venezuela and
Brazil rank fourth and fifth respectively among nBaropean countries, in terms of
number of residents born abroad who acquired ttali#izenship. The group of
individuals born abroad, who acquired Italian eitighip, also includes the people born
abroad who were adopted at a very young age bgritéamilies.

The children of Italian emigrants are Italian @tz by birth with both parents born
in Italy (463,000 units). Over two thirds of theogpée belonging to this group arrived
in Italy in the late 1970s, and over half of themvad with their parents when they
were still pre-school age children. About a halftbis foreign-born population is
currently living in Italy’s southern regions. Thacf that both Italian parents emigrated
and later returned to Italy with one (or more) dnoaladolescent child is a common
characteristic of the children concerned with thgration process that happened in the
past. The three countries ranking first among thafserigin (Switzerland, Germany
and France) absorb 56% of the total number of eesgdborn abroad who are ltalian
citizens by birth, thus confirming the importandeconsidering the migration process
in the past to understand the results got. Theofifee term migrant might therefore be
misleading and reveal a paradox: a significant paitthe people born abroad is actually
Italian by birth as both of their parents were barrtaly; but they are migrants and
native descendaritin the meantime.

Of those born abroad 74,000 people (both thosedmltalian citizenship by birth
and children of mixed couples) have the same chaatics of the individuals
belonging to the group with both parents born alylt They are in fact holders of a
citizenship obtained in compliance with thé sanguinis principle. In addition, the
population of migrants with Italian citizenship birth also includes a particular group
of individuals with both parents born abroad. Tlpydation of those ranging between
15 and 74 years old reported by the survey (37\008) includes the descendants of
Italian emigrants, who preserved their citizenghipr the course of time.
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